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RTA  Shares  The  Wealth:  Transportation  Data  Go  Public  Online  at  www.rtams.orq 


Have  you  ever  wanted  to  know  just  what  capital  improve- 
ments are  planned  for  your  community?  Or  have  you 
ever  been  curious  about  how  many  people  use  a  particular  train 
station  or  how  many  parking  spaces  are  available  at  that  station? 
Do  you  need  to  find  a  copy  of  a  specific  planning  study?  The 
RTA  is  providing  the  answers  to  these  and  many  other  questions 
about  transportation  and  planning  in 
northeastern  Illinois  with  a  public 
version  of  its  online  transit  inf  orma-  •  m  , 


that  the  introduttiojo  of  a  public  version  of  the  RTAMS  site  was 
the  next  logical  step. 

"Ohicago  has  the seGon^largest  transit  systemlin  the  nation. 
Our  goal  W35to-paekag€4iiej«£aitJiofdata  about  our  transporta- 
tion system  so  that  professionals  and  members  of  the  public  could 
easily  search  and  find  information  about  how  transportation  is 
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RTAMS  was  developed  by  the 
Regional  Transportation  Authority 
(RTA)  in  coordination  with  other 
regional  agencies. 


The  Regional  Transportation  Asset 
Management  System  (RTAMS)  provides 
planning  and  financial  information  on  the 
transportation  system  in  northeastern 
Illinois. 
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tion  system. 

The  RTA's  Regional  Transporta- 
tion Asset  Management  System 
(RTAMS)  web  site  www.rtams.org 
became  available  to  the  public  on 
June  23.  RTAMS  provides  detailed 
planning  and  financial  information 
about  the  transportation  systems 
in  northeastern  Illinois.  Users  can 
search  and  cross-reference  RTAMS's 
data  sets,  including  the  location  of 
transportation  assets  and  services, 
public  transit  ridership,  Tollway 
traffic  volumes,  planning  studies, 
transit  sales  tax  revenues  and  political 
jurisdictions.  The  site  also  includes 
information  from  the  2030  Regional 
Transportation  Plan,  the  regional 

trainC  signal  inventory,  aerial  imag-         The  home  page  of  the  RTAMS  web  site  gives  users  on  idea  of  the  types  of  information  available  on  nortfieaslern  Illinois' 
ery,  and  land  use  maps.  transportation  assets  ond  plonning  projects. 

RTAMS  was  developed  by  the  RTA  in  coordination  with  the 
CTA,  Metra,  Pace,  the  Illinois  State  Toll  Highway  Authority 
(Tollway),  the  Chicago  Area  Transportation  Study  (CATS),  the 
Northeastern  Illinois  Planning  Commission  (NIPC)  and  the 
University  of  Illinois  Chicago  (UIC). 

Originally  designed  as  an  in-house  tool  for  RTA  staff,  the 
RTAMS  information  system  has  evolved  into  an  extensive  inter- 
modal  transportation  web  site  popular  among  transportation 
professionals,  elected  officials  and  advocacy  groups.  The  region's 
transportation  agencies  have  had  access  to  RTAMS  since  2002, 
and  municipalities  have  had  access  since  2003.  RTA  officials  felt 
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funded,  planned,  and  used  in  northeastern  Illinois,"  said  RTA 
Executive  Director  Paula  S.  Thibeault.  "The  RTAMS  web  site 
enables  users  to  examine  our  transportation  system  from  both 
regional  and  localized  perspectives." 

Thus  far,  response  to  the  public  release  of  the  RTAMS  web  site 
has  been  favorable.  Traffic  on  the  site  has  increased  three-fold 
since  June  23.  RTA  staff  is  continuing  to  expand  the  web  site 
capabilities  and  work  with  other  partners  to  add  new  content. 

Access  RTAMS  at  www.rtams.org  or  by  clicking  on  the  RTAMS 
logo  on  the  RTA  web  site  www.rtachicago.com.  Users  are  required 
to  create  an  RTAMS  account  through  a  simple  online  form. 
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Have  you  ever  wanted  to  know  just  what  capital  improve- 
ments are  planned  for  your  community?  Or  have  you 
ever  been  curious  about  how  many  people  use  a  particular  train 
station  or  how  many  parking  spaces  are  available  at  that  station? 
Do  you  need  to  find  a  copy  of  a  specific  planning  study?  The 
RTA  is  providing  the  answers  to  these  and  many  other  questions 
about  transportation  and  planning  in 
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RTAMS  was  developed  by  the  RTA  in  coordination  with  the 
CTA,  Metra,  Pace,  the  Illinois  State  Toll  Highway  Authority 
(Tollway),  the  Chicago  Area  Transportation  Study  (CATS),  the 
Northeastern  Illinois  Planning  Commission  (NIPC)  and  the 
University  of  Illinois  Chicago  (UIC). 

Originally  designed  as  an  in-house  tool  for  RTA  staff,  the 
RTAMS  information  system  has  evolved  into  an  extensive  inter- 
modal  transportation  web  site  popular  among  transportation 
professionals,  elected  officials  and  advocacy  groups.  The  region's 
transportation  agencies  have  had  access  to  RTAMS  since  2002, 
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The  home  page  of  the  RTAMS  web  site  gives  users  an  idea  of  the  types  of  information  available  on  northeastern  Illinois' 
transportation  assets  and  planning  projects. 


and  municipalities  have  had  access  since  2003.  RTA  officials  felt 


funded,  planned,  and  used  in  northeastern  Illinois,"  said  RTA 
Executive  Director  Paula  S.  Thibeault.  "The  RTAMS  web  site 
enables  users  to  examine  our  transportation  system  from  both 
regional  and  localized  perspectives." 

Thus  far,  response  to  the  public  release  of  the  RTAMS  web  site 
has  been  favorable.  Traffic  on  the  site  has  increased  three-fold 
since  June  23.  RTA  staff  is  continuing  to  expand  the  web  site 
capabilities  and  work  with  other  partners  to  add  new  content. 

Access  RTAMS  at  www.rtams.org  or  by  clicking  on  the  RTAMS 
logo  on  the  RTA  web  site  www.rtachicago.com.  Users  are  required 
to  create  an  RTAMS  account  through  a  simple  online  form. 


CTA  Rolls  Out  the  Go  Lane  Pilot  Project  Metro  Unveils  New  Electric  Passenger  Cars 


Chicago  Card  customers  will  be  able  to  get  on  the  train  or 
bus  that  much  faster  with  Go  Lane,  a  pilot  project  the  CTA 
launched  on  ten  buses  and  at  eight  rail  stations  in  early  June.  The 
project  creates  an  express  fare  payment  lane.  The  left-side  of  the 
bus  entrance  will  be  designated  for  Chicago  Card  and  Chicago 
Card  Plus  customers;  the  right  side  for  customers  paying  with  a 
magnetic  strip  transit  card  or  cash.  Rail  stations  will  dedicate  a 
turnstile  for  those  paying  with  either  Chicago  Card  option. 

The  pilot  project  is  being  conducted  to  determine  if  providing 
dedicated  boarding  lanes  and  turnstiles  for  Chicago  Card  cus- 
tomers will  help  to  speed  boarding  and,  therefore,  speed  service. 
The  pilot  is  also  intended  an  incentive  for  customers  to  switch 
to  Chicago  Card  fare  options. 

Ten  low-floor,  wide-door  buses  have  had  the  electronic 
touchpad  for  the  Chicago  Card  relocated  to  the  horizontal  hand 
rail  on  the  left  of  the  bus  entrance.  The  farebox  for  transit  cards 
and  cash  remains  on  the  right  entrance.  Go  Lane  buses  are  op- 
erating on  the  151  Sheridan,  144  Marine/Michigan  Express,  145 
Wilson/Michigan  Express,  156  LaSalle,  126  Jackson,  6  Jackson 
Park  Express,  29  State  and  3  King  Drive  routes. 

The  eight  rail  stations  selected  are  Howard,  Chicago,  79th  and 
95th/Dan  Ryan  on  the  Red  Line;  Jefferson  Park  on  the  Blue  Line; 
and  Clark/Lake,  Washington/  State,  and  Washington/Dearborn 
in  the  Loop.  Signage  identifies  dedicated  turnstiles. 

To  encourage  customers  to  switch  to  the  Chicago  Cards,  the 
$5  fee  to  purchase  the  Chicago  Card  and  Chicago  Card  Plus  has 
been  waived  through  July  3 1 .  Customers  can  order  Chicago  Card 
and  Chicago  Card  Plus  online,  through  the  mail,  by  calling  1  -888- 
YOUR-CTA  ( 1  -888-968-7282)  or  at  CTAs  main  office  at  567  West 
Lake  Street.  Chicago  Cards  are  also  available  at  Chicago  Currency 
Exchanges,  Jewel-Osco  and  Dominick's  Finer  Food  stores. 

Pace  Marks  Creation  of  500th  Vanpool 

Pace  formally  handed  over  the  keys  to  the  members  of  its 
500th  vanpool  becoming  only  the  second  transit  agency  in 
the  nation  to  have  such  an  extensive  vanpool  program. 

The  ceremony  took  place  on  April  18  at  the  Undei-writers 
Laboratories  Inc.  (UL)  corporate  headquarters  in  Northbrook, 
Illinois,  where  the  500th  van  pool  was  formed. 

"Pace  is  only  the  second  provider  m  the  nation  to  have  more 
than  500  vans  in  its  vanpool  program,"  said  T.J.  Ross.  "The  500th 
van  is  a  milestone  for  Pace  and  it's  a  validation  that  vanpooling  is 
a  viable  and  necessary  alternative  to  driving  a  car  for  thousands 
of  people  who  commute  to  work  in  Chicago's  suburbs." 

Pace's  Vanpool  Incentive  Program  was  launched  in  1991.  By 
1996,  there  were  200  vans  in  the  program.  Vanpooling  has  caught 
on  as  word  of  its  benefits  spread.  UL  has  ten  vans  in  Pace's  Van- 
pool  Incentive  Program,  with  68  riders  participating. 


Metra  Electric  riders  will  soon  be  able  to  enjoy  the  amenities 
of  new  rail  cars  as  the  commuter  rail  road  began  taking 
delivery  of  the  latest  additions  to  its  fleet. 

In  late  May,  Metra  unveiled  26  new  Highliner  commuter  cars 
for  exclusive  use  on  the  Electric  District.  The  cars  were  built  by 
Sumitomo  Corporation  of  America,  in  association  with  Nippon 
Sharyo,  as  part  of  a  $76.5  million  contract  with  Metra. 

The  cars  feature  stainless-steel  construction  and  state-of-the-art 
propulsion,  rest  rooms,  larger  windows,  better  seats,  brighter  light- 
ing, reversible  seat  backs  for  more  flexible  seating  arrangements, 
non-skid  floors,  and  an  improved  public  address  system. 

The  new  Highliners  will  undergo  extensive  testing  by  Me- 
tra and  gradually  phased  into  its  fleet  through  February  2006, 
replacing  carbon-steel  Highliner  cars,  now  reaching  the  end  of 
their  useful  life.  This  is  the  first  phase  in  a  complete  replacement 
of  the  Metra  Electric's  165  Highliner  cars,  first  introduced  into 
Metra 's  system  in  the  early  1970's. 

All  CTA  Buses  Now  Completely  Accessible 

Persons  with  disabilities  will  no  longer  wait  at  CTA  bus  stops 
watching  buses  pass  them  by  because  the  vehicles  weren't 
equipped  with  accessible  lifts  and  ramps.  As  of  June  18,  hydraulic 
lifts  or  ramps  are  standard  equipment  on  the  entire  CTA  fleet. 
Federal  funding  helped  the  CTA  phase  out  non-accessible 
buses  and  purchase  hundreds  of  new  ones. 

FOCUS  on  Capitol  Funding 
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CTA  President  Frank  Kruesi  (left)  talks  with  Metro  Executive  Director  Phil  Pagano  (center) 

as  Pace  Executive  Director  TJ.  Ross  waits  to  begin  his  presentation  during  the  RTA's  FOCUS 
on  TEA-LU  seminar  at  Chicago's  Mid-Day  Club  May  1  2  The  RTA  and  the  Service  Boards 
presented  the  transit  capital  projects  thai  have  been  submitted  for  approval  by  the  region  as 
part  of  the  next  federal  transportation  funding  authorization, 

Among  the  proposed  projects  discussed  were  the  extension  of  three  CTA  rail  lines  (Red, 
Oronge  and  Yellow),  the  creation  of  two  new  Metro  lines  (STAR  Line  and  South  East  Service) 
and  the  development  of  Pace  bus  rapid  transit  routes.  Participants  agreed  that  despite  recent 
headlines  about  funding  issues,  the  RTA  system's  capital  program  merits  equal  attention  in 
Washington  and  Springfield,  (Photo  by  Anoyanzi  Mendez) 


Capital  Program  Report 

Each  quarter,  the  RTA's  Grants  Management  Division  reports  to  the  Board  of  Directors  the  status  of 
the  RTA  system's  capital  program  funding  obligations  and  expenditures  as  of  the  previous  quarter. 

1  st  Quarter  2005  Capital  Program  Status 


SCIP  Status  (dollars  in  millions] 


Annual  Capital  Program — Status 
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Strategic  Capital  Improvement  Program  |SCIP) 

Regional  Status 

0 ' — ' 

Year                                Authorized 

Approved 

Programmed 

Awarded 

Obligated                   Expended 

2000                           $  260.0 

$  260.0 

$  260.0 

$  260.0 

$  257.0                 $  247.2 

2001                               260.0 

260.0 

260.0 

260.0 

259.3                    245.4 

2002                              260.0 

260.0 

260.0 

260.0 

224.4                     194.9 

2003                              260.0 

260.0 

260.0 

260.0 

203.8                    122.6 

2004                              260.0 

260.0 

260.0 

259.7 

179.1                         0.0 

Total                         $1,300.0 

$  1,300.0 

$  1,300.0 

$1,299.7                  3 

1,123.6                $810.1 

Through  March  2005,  capital  grants  awarded  to  the  CTA, 
Metra  and  Pace  represent  97  percent  of  the  2004  program's 
annual  awards  but  only  6  percent  of  the  2005  Capital  Program 
awards.  The  CTA,  Metra  and  Pace  have  only  recently  applied  to 
the  Federal  Transit  Administration  for  their  2005  grants 

Approximately  86  percent  of  the  Strategic  Capital  Improve- 
ment Program  (SCIP)  bond  funds  have  been  obligated  by  the 
CTA,  Metra  and  Pace  through  the  1st  quarter.  No  additional 
SCIP  bonds  have  been  authorized  after  2004. 

Obligations 

CTA 

The  CTA's  1st  quarter  obligations  totaled  $170.1  million.  This 
includes  $58.4  million  for  the  Brown  Line  capacity  expansion, 
$40.3  million  for  the  overhaul  and  mid-life  rehab  of  rail  cars,  and 
$14.4  million  the  mid-life  overhaul  of  its  6000  Series  buses.  The 
CTA  also  obligates  $10.3  million  in  the  1st  quarter  to  replace 
flange  angles  on  the  North  Mainline  and  Brown  Line,  $6.2  mil- 
lion for  rehab  of  bus  and  rail  facilities  and  $5.4  million  for  the 
replacement  of  track  and  structure. 

Metro 

Metra  obligated  $30.3  million  for  capital  projects  in  the  1st 
quarter  including  $6.9  million  for  the  extension  and  upgrade 
of  the  Southwest  Service  and  $3.2  million  for  improvements 
to  Randolph  Street  Station.  During  the  1st  quarter,  Metra  also 


obligated  $2.8  million  to  rebuild  air  brakes  on  its  locomotives 
and  rail  cars,  $2.5  million  for  the  upgrade  of  the  North  Central 
Service,  $2.1  million  to  rehab  locomotives  and  $1.9  million  to 
expand  parking  at  the  Downers  Grove  Station  on  its  Burlington 
Northern  Santa  Fe  line. 

Pace 

Pace  obligated  $6.9  million  in  capital  funding  in  the  1st  quarter 
following  the  reduction  of  its  total  obligations  by  $1.1  million 
due  to  the  expiration  of  a  vanpool  contract.  Obligations  included 
$6.2  million  for  the  purchase  of  vans  for  the  vanpool  program,  $1 
million  for  associated  capital  items  and  $0.7  million  for  improve- 
ments at  the  North  Division  Garage. 

Expenditures 

Total  1st  quarter  capital  expenditures  were  $164.1  million. 

CTA 

CTA's  1st  quarter  expenditures  were  $84.6  million.  This  includes 
$17.9  million  for  the  rehab  of  the  Dan  Rvan  branch  of  the  Red 
Line,  $15.5  million  for  the  capacity  expansion  of  the  Brown  Line 
and  $5.9  million  for  the  reconstruction  of  the  Douglas  Branch  of 
the  Blue  Line.  It  also  includes  $5  million  for  the  Improvement  of 
rail  and  bus  facilities,  $4.8  million  for  rail  car  overhauls  and  $3.3 
million  for  the  mid-life  overhauls  of  6000  Series  buses. 

continued  on  page  4 
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Metro 


First  quarter  expenditures  for  Metra  totaled  $60.1  million.  This 
includes  $6.7  million  to  replace  24  bridges  between  1 8th  and  60th 
streets  on  the  Rock  Island  Line,  $6.6  million  for  the  upgrade 
of  the  North  Central  Service  and  $6.3  million  for  the  purchase 
of  accessible  bi-level  commuter  cars.  Metra  also  expended  $5.6 
million  for  the  extension  and  upgrade  of  the  Southwest  Service 
and  $4.3  million  for  the  extension  of  the  Union  Pacific  West 
Line  to  Elburn. 


Pace 


First  quarter  expenditures  for  Pace  totaled  $19.4  million.  This 
includes  $16.4  million  for  the  purchase  of  fixed  route  buses  and 
$0.8  million  for  the  purchase  of  paratransit  vehicles. 


1st  Quarter  Project  Highlights 


CTA 


•    Expand  Brown  Line  Capacity 

In  the  1  St  quarter,  the  CTA  awarded  a  contract  to  Aldridge  Elec- 
tric for  construction  and  upgrade  of  power  substations  on  the 
Brown  Line.  This  includes  the  construction  of  a  new  substation 
at  Grace,  the  upgrade  of  the  Clark  substation  and  the  renovation 
of  the  Ravenswood  substation.  Aldridge/Mass  Electric  Joint 
Venture,  the  CTA's  contractor  to  upgrade  the  signal  system 
developed  plans,  a  work  schedule  and  began  preparations  for 
construction  during  the  1st  quarter. 

CTA  crews  continued  to  replace  flange  angles  at  ten  stations  on 
the  line  and  install  storage  track  south  of  the  Armitage  Station. 

On  March  1 1 ,  the  CTA  advertised  bids  for  the  reconstruction 
of  the  Belmont  and  Fullerton  stations.  During  the  1  st  quarter,  the 
CTA  neared  completion  of  the  review  of  proposed  redesigns  of 
other  stations  on  this  line  and  continued  to  acquire  property. 


•  Rehabilitate  Dan  Ryan  Branch  of  the  Red  Line 

By  the  end  of  the  1  st  quarter,  contractor  Kiewit  Reyes  completed 
the  installation  of  new  signal  equipment  at  59th,  63rd  and  69th 
streets  and  new  contact  rail  between  33rd  and  79th  streets  on 
the  Dan  Ryan  Branch.  The  contractor  also  placed  the  concrete 
foundation  slab  at  the  50th  Street  substation. 

•  Perform  Rail  and  Bus  Overhauls  and  Upgrades 

The  CTA  is  continuing  an  aggressive  overhaul  of  its  bus  and 
rapid  transit  car  fleet  including  the  replacement  of  parts  near- 
ing  the  end  of  their  useful  lives.  The  rapid  transit  car  program 
emphasizes  quarter-life  overhauls  every  six  to  seven  years  and 
the  bus  program  concentrates  on  the  mid-life  overhaul  of  buses 
after  between  five  to  seven  years  of  service. 

•  Improve  and  Upgrade  Bus,  Rail  and  Support  Facilities 

The  CTA  is  making  improvements  to  its  bus  and  rail  support 
facilities  to  ensure  that  maintenance  of  rolling  stock  can  be 
performed  expediently.  The  improvements  include  the  repair 
and  replacement  of  roofs  and  the  upgrade  of  heating,  air  con- 
ditioning, electrical  and  fire  alarm  systems.  This  program  also 
includes  the  replacement  and  repair  of  escalators  and  elevators 
at  rail  stations. 

•  Repair  Track  and  Structure 

As  part  of  a  multi-year  effort  to  reduce  slow  zones  and  preserve 
service  quality,  the  CTA  is  repairing  track  and  structural  com- 
ponents on  its  elevated  rail  structures.  The  program  currently 
includes  the  replacement  of  flange  angles  on  the  North  Main 
and  Ravenswood  lines  and  the  replacement  of  structural  ele- 
ments from  Wabash  and  Adams  in  the  Loop  to  18th  Street  on 
the  South  Mainline. 

Metra 

•  Purchase  300  Accessible  Bi-level  Commuter  Cars 

During  the  1st  quarter,  Metra  received  30  new  accessible  cars 
from  the  Sumitomo  Corporation  in  the  4th  quarter.  Thus  far, 
Metra  has  received  238  cars  of  a  300-car  order  and  is  on  target 
to  receive  the  remaining  cars  by  October  2005. 

•  Renew  24  Bridges — Rock  Island  District 

Metra  IS  replacing  24  bridges  between  18th and  60thstreets  on  the 
Rock  Island  District.  This  includes  the  replacement  of  the  deck, 
spans  and  substructure  for  each  bridge  and  raising  the  embank- 
ment to  increase  clearance  over  roadways.  Walsh  Construction 
Company,  the  contractor,  has  completed  95  percent  of  the  work 
on  this  project. 


CTA's  Belmont  station  will  be  rebuilt  as  part  of  the  Brown  Line  expansion. 
(Photo  by  Meg  Thomos-Reile) 


•  Extend  and  Upgrade  Southwest  Service 

In  the  1st  quarter,  Metra  continued  work  to  upgrade  the  signal 
system  from  north  of  74th  Street  to  Manhattan  as  well  as  the 
construction  of  platforms  at  Ashburn,  1 79th  Street  and  Palos  Park 
stations  and  a  new  rail  yard  m  Manhattan.  Work  also  proceeded 
on  station  construction  and  improvements  at  the  line's  Ashburn, 
Oaklawn,  Palos  Park  and  Worth  stations.  Overall,  the  project 
was  58  percent  complete  at  the  end  of  March  and  on  target  for 
completion  in  December  2006.  Metra  expects  to  begin  revenue 
service  on  the  extension  in  December  2005. 

•  Expand  and  Upgrade  North  Central  Service 

During  the  1st  quarter,  Metra  completed  platform  construction 
at  the  Schiller  Park  and  Wheeling  stations  on  the  North  Central 
Service.  Metra  also  completed  inbound  platforms  at  Buffalo 
Grove  and  Vernon  Hills  and  all  track  and  signal  work  for  Lake 
Villa  north  to  the  Wisconsin  border.  Construction  continued 
on  track  and  signals  at  Cicero,  Elmwood  Park,  Mont  Clare  and 
Mars  stations  on  the  Milwaukee  District  West  Line. 

At  the  end  of  the  quarter,  67  percent  of  the  North  Central 
Service  (NCS)  expansion  had  been  completed.  The  project  re- 
mains under  budget  and  on  schedule  to  begin  revenue  service  in 
December  2005  and  to  be  completed  in  December  2006. 


Workers  begin  grading  work  for  a  parking  lot  at  the  new  Graysloke  Station 
on  the  North  Central  Service   (Photo  by  Meg  Thomas-Reile] 


•    Extend  Union  Pacific  West  Line  Service 

During  the  1  st  quarter,  Metra  completed  work  on  the  installation 
of  the  new  signal  system  for  this  extension.  Metra  completed 
placing  ballast,  surfacing  track  bed  and  installing  ties  and  rail 
for  the  new  rail  yard  in  Elburn  and  continued  the  construction 
of  a  platform  at  the  yard.  At  the  LaFox  Station,  Metra  poured 
concrete  for  the  center  ramp  wall  and  is  installing  electrical  and 
mechanical  systems. 


Metra  has  completed  58  percent  of  the  Union  Pacific  West 
Line  (UPW)  extension  as  of  the  end  of  the  1st  quarter.  This  project 
continues  to  be  under  budget  and  on  target  for  completion  iii 
December  2006.  Metra  anticipates  that  revenue  service  will  begin 
on  the  extension  to  Elburn  by  the  end  of  December  2005. 

•  Rebuild  12  Locomotives 

Metra  awarded  a  contract  to  General  Motors'  Electro-Motive 
Division  for  locomotive  overhaul  kits.  Metra  will  perform  mid- 
life overhauls  for  locomotives  purchased  between  1980  and  1983. 
The  overhauls  will  include  engine  rebuilds,  traction  alternator 
overhauls,  air  compressor  replacement,  radiator  bank  repair  or 
replacement,  electrical  and  control  equipment  overhaul,  body 
repair  and  repainting. 

•  Rebuild  Airbrakes 

A  Federal  Railroad  Administration  (FRA)  mandate  requires  that 
Metra  rebuild  or  replace  air  brakes  on  its  fleet  of  locomotives, 
commuter  cars  and  electric  cars.  During  the  1st  quarter,  Metra 
committed  funds  for  this  project  which  will  be  performed  by 
its  own  staff. 

•  Expand  Downers  Grove  Parking — 
Burlington  Northern  Santa  Fe  Line 

Metra  signed  an  agreement  with  the  Village  of  Downers  Grove 
on  February  15,  2005  for  250  permanent  commuter  parking 
spaces  in  a  new  parking  deck  near  the  Downers  Grove  Main 
Street  Station. 

Pace 

•  Purchase  Vans  for  Vanpool  Program 

In  the  1st  quarter.  Pace  placed  and  order  for  164  vans  for  its  van- 
pool  program,  under  a  four-year  contract  with  Citicapital  Fleet. 
This  brings  to  556  the  total  number  of  vans  purchased  under 
this  contract. 

•  Purchase  Associated  Capital  Items 

Pace  awarded  two  contracts  as  part  of  its  bus  enhancement 
program.  The  contracts  are  for  the  replacement  of  major  bus 
components  such  as  electrical  systems,  engines,  transmissions, 
air  conditioning  systems  and  axles. 

•  Improve  North  Division  Garage 

Pace  awarded  a  contract  to  Abbey  Paving  &  Sealcoating  Company 
for  concrete  paving  replacement  and  the  installation  of  an  acces- 
sible ramp  at  the  North  Division  Bus  Garage  in  Waukegan. 


continued  on  page  6 
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•  Purchase  234  Fixed  Route  buses 

In  the  1st  quarter,  Pace  took  delivery  of  60  fixed  route  buses  from 
Nortli  American  Bus  Industries,  Inc.  Witli  this  delivery,  Pace  has 
now  received  all  243  buses  in  this  contract  to  replace  vehicles  that 
have  exceeded  their  useful  lives.  These  new  buses  are  fully  acces- 
sible and  are  equipped  with  Pace's  Intelligent  Bus  System. 

•  Purchase  Paratransit  Vehicles 

Pace  made  final  payment  on  the  216  paratransit  vehicles  pur- 
chased under  its  contract  with  Midwest  Transit. 


Pace  received  took  delivery  of  the  last  of  a  total  of  243  buses  purchased  from  North 
American  Bus  Industries,  Inc.  [Photo  courtesy  of  Pace) 
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•  Purchase  234  Fixed  Route  buses 

In  the  1  St  quarter,  Pace  took  delivery  of  60  fixed  route  buses  from 
North  American  Bus  Industries,  Inc.  With  this  dehvery,  Pace  has 
now  received  all  243  buses  in  this  contract  to  replace  vehicles  that 
have  exceeded  their  useful  lives.  These  new  buses  are  fully  acces- 
sible and  are  equipped  with  Pace's  Intelligent  Bus  System. 

•  Purchase  Paratransit  Vehicles 

Pace  made  final  payment  on  the  216  paratransit  vehicles  pur- 
chased under  its  contract  with  Midwest  Transit. 


Pace  received  took  delivery  of  the  last  of  a  total  of  243  buses  purcfiased  from  North 
American  Bus  Industries,  Inc.  (Photo  courtesy  of  Pace) 
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